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The creation of the United Arab Emirates in 1971 ended a century and a half of the existence of the

Trucial States in special treaty relations with Britain. This book, first published in 1978, describes the

evolution of tribes and their rulersâ€™ authority over time, and the tribesâ€™ treaties with Britain as

it sought to exercise imperial control over its trade routes. Analysing changes to society as well as

the politics of the region, this book analyses the formation of the United Arab Emirates.
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